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MISUSE OF DRUGS AMENDMENT (SEARCH POWERS) BILL 2016 

Second Reading 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler) [2.49 pm]: As I said, the government failed in the fight against distributions when 
in 2011 it pressed the opposition and others to accept anti-association laws and said that they were critical to 
disrupting serious crime organisations in their business of distributing and manufacturing amphetamines. We 
went along with that measure on the government’s assurance that it would bust and dismantle these gangs, in the 
former Attorney General’s words.  

Since then the government has come up with a litany of excuses for why it has done nothing. This Parliament’s 
time was taken for days and days on that complex and lengthy legislation, and since then, not one application has 
been brought under that legislation to have any organised crime gang declared—not one. When I questioned this, 
we were told by the Deputy Premier that no application had been brought because they were awaiting the 
outcome of a High Court case. There was no High Court case pending at the time of that given answer. That was 
two years ago. We have heard in estimates hearings for two years running that Western Australia Police had 
a team working on the application. It had its target; it had a team working on the application. We always 
expressed disbelief with this legislation and its effectiveness because it involved taking a Supreme Court judge 
out of the list for perhaps months at a time to declare an organisation. 

Mr P.C. Tinley interjected. 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: None, member. 

Five years after the legislation was introduced to this Parliament and four years after it was operative, not one 
application has been brought under this legislation to declare any of these organisations involved in the 
distribution of this insidious drug, methamphetamine—not one application. Yet during the briefing, I asked 
Superintendent Scanlan what was the role of outlaw motorcycle gangs. He said that they do not manufacture 
anymore; they are clients of the importers and major distributors of the drug in our community. With the way the 
opposition cooperated with the government in the passage of this legislation, one would think at least one 
application had been brought, but nothing! I recall an article published in The West Australian 18 months ago 
when there was a joint appearance at a press conference by the Deputy Premier and the Attorney General to 
announce further mandatory sentencing laws. The media asked the Attorney General when he will do something 
under his anti-association laws. His response was that it is the Attorney General’s responsibility to shepherd 
these laws through the Parliament and he had done that, he had no further responsibility, and it was the 
responsibility of the Minister for Police. That is a failure; a very big failure. 

Although we support this legislation, which will help with the interdiction of the drug and the distribution of the 
drug, it falls a long, long way short of what the government promised this community. I asked the superintendent 
how many of these outlaw motorcycle gangs are operating—I note the superintendent is in the Speaker’s gallery. 
I asked the superintendent how many of these organisations operate in Western Australia and he said, “You have 
got the big six, such as the Coffin Cheaters and the Rebels. You have got the big six and then you have got 
another half a dozen below them.” There are at least as many of these organisations as there were when the 
government promised to start dismantling them, and more members today of these organisations than there were 
back then. There are more distributors of this drug now than we had back then when the government promised 
legislation that was going to see them dismantled. We hear nothing about this anymore—not a word. Three 
estimates ago the Commissioner of Police sat in this chamber and the commissioner’s representative sitting with 
the minister said, “Member, we have a team working on it now, we have the first target, we are on the cusp of 
the first application”—then nothing; nothing at all. Moreover, Hon Nick Goiran and his team of members on the 
Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission recommended an amendment to the 
Corruption and Crime Commission legislation to unblock it and to enliven that legislation so police could use it 
and their special powers of investigation against organised crime from time to time, but the government failed to 
do that. It rejected that and has done nothing in that area. We support this legislation as one step. We trust that 
this legislation will actually have an effect because it is in the hands of the police and not the government. 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr J.H.D. Day (Leader of the House). 
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